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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND TOURISM
Private Bag 13306

Tel. no. 061 — 2842701
Windhoek Phillip Troskie Building Fax. No. 061 - 240339

Namibia Corner Kenneth Kaunda St. and Robert Mugabe Avenue Email: teofilus nghitila@met.gov.na

Enquiries: T. Nghitila
17" October 2017

OFFICE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSIONER

The Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry
Private Bag 13184

Windhoek

Dear Mr Misika

It is proposed to implement these activities under the Successful Summer Drylands
Programme (SDP) internship model, Some 12 emerging scientists will be afforded an
opportunity to conduct transdisciplinary research in the field, under the guidance of loca| and
international experts. The deliverables at the end of the two-month research methodology
training will be scientific reports and public presentations regarding the use of fuelwood, and
its impacts on the environment and human health and wellbeing. Provision is also made for

budget, as _endg_r_s_eg_b_y_U_ND_FLMEIin‘d,thegm_Qiect management team, are attached to this

amount of N$712,000 be transferred to the Gobabeb Research and Training Centre in order to

Your assistance in facilitating this request is greatly appreciated. \'EM"‘P*

Yours sincerely,

Teofilus Nghiffla
Environmental Commissioner




Name of organisation:

Type of organisation:

Registration number:

Programme:

Project Tit/e:

Location:
Contact Person/s:
Postal Address:
Physical Address:
Tel:

Mobile

Amount requeste-

PROPOSAL FOR PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

Gobabeb Research and Training Centre

Gobabeb’s Summer Drylands Programme (SDP): Capacity building in critical thinking for
emerging Namibian scientists

Home Fires Burning: Communéty Forests, Wood Fuel and Indoor Ajr Pollution in the
Omaheke Region

Omaheke Region and Gobabeb Research and Training Centre

Martin Handjaba (Coordinator); Gillian Maggs—KﬁHing, Eugene Maraijs (Training Supervisors)
P.0O. Box 953, Walvis Bay

Gobabeb Research and Training Centre, 1 Kuiseb River Road, Namib-Naukluft Park

064 694198 Fax:

064 694197

081 5636317 (Handjaba) Email: martinh@gobabebtrc.org

eugene@gobabebtrc.org

N$ 712,000

Estimated totq/ project cost: N$ 1,402,000

Duration of project:

October 2017 - September 2018




1. PROJECT TITLE

an unprecedented rate, some 7 million hectares Per year in tropical regions, These concerns have been
embraced in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and targets, particularly SDG 15 (“Life on Land”)

the environment.

Although Namibia is not currently afflicted with high levels of ajr pollution, indoor air quality may
actually be of serious concern. The majority of Namibians do not have access to electricity and rely on
solid fuels for cooking, lighting and warmth. In rural communities, almost 90% of households use wood
fuel for domestic energy. With limited alternative energy sources available, increasing pressure is being
exerted on forest resources, resulting in unsustainable harvesting, deforestation and lang degradation.
It is estimated that Namibia is currently losing about 1% of forest cover Per year. The preferred




Forest hotspots, including addressing overharvesting of fuelwood and aiming to reduce consumption of
wood fuel by 20%,

Two target areas have been identified for gazetting as Community Forests (CFs) in Omaheke: Epukiro
and Otjombinde, and inventories and preparation of dossiers are already advanced. Otjombinde
constituency has the highest incidence of poverty within the region, at 37%, while Epukiru is third
highest at 31%. Applying the correlation that the poorest communities are also those most reliant on
forest resources, it is anticipated that these prospective CFs are heavily utilised. Baseline data on
consumption of forest resources for energy, for example, is rather coarse and specific localised

This project is designed to address three critical issues:
1. developing an understanding of utilisation of forest resources for energy needs in the two CFs
through socio-economic surveys in selected households;
2. determining availability of preferred wood fuel resources through rapid vegetation assessment
protocols; and
3. quantifying exposure to particulate matter concentrations (indoor air pollution) through robust
scientific methods and specialised technology.

The Capacity Building Component - the Summer Drylands Programme (SDP) approach

conditions in those most vulnerable, Such evidence is critical to inform regional and national decision-
makers and planners. In addition to developing relevant information to promote sustainable
management of community forests, this project will also contribute towards Capacity building by
training young, emerging researchers,

That encourages holistic thinking and integration of environmental awareness, technical skills and
research methodologies, scientifically sound analysis and interpretation, and appropriate participatory
dissemination of information at different levels of society. The €ngagement of trained young
professionals in hands-on environmental investigations and problem solving, just before they complete
their studies or take Up permanent positions, allows for well-rounded completion training for Namibia’s
future technical cadre and policy-makers,

Gobabeb has developed and adapted this graduate training approach for over twenty years by engaging
final year UNAM and NUST students to investigate specific environmental challenges and development
issues. Gobabeb’s Capacity building initiative has led to greatly increased skills, critical thinking ability
and appropriate attitudes relating to Sustainable development. The more than 220 alumni that
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Current positions (2008)

Objective 3: Measuring indoor air quality, with specific reference to airborne particulate matter from
wood fuel burning, in representative households within rural communities in two community forest
hotspot areas in the Omaheke Region. Airborne particulate matter is a major cause of respiratory




4. ACTIVITIES

Gobabeb will recruit 3 registered Masters degree student and twelve (12) appropriate, recent UNAM,
NUST and IUM graduates and provide initial orientation and training on the context of the project and
appropriate assessment and measuring techniques. In addition, a trainee project manager has been
identified and assigned responsibility for coordination and implementation of the programme of work.
The tasks include: advertising, short-listing, interviewing and selecting students; preparation and
implementation of an orientation programme involving a variety of experts in the requisite fields;

with awareness and knowledge of the challenges involved in generating baseline information and
interpreting such information for a variety of users and stakeholders.

assessment in several steps. During the first weeks of the assessment (December) students will further
elaborate investigation techniques, finalise locations, and undertake data gathering and field
assessments. After preliminary analysis of the information and a review of initial results (December and
January), a supplementary field session may be undertaken (January), if required. The expected
outcome would be a well-documented report on household reliance, impact and consequences of using

Project stakeholders, supported by Gobabeb staff ang identified experts, would draft materials for

disseminating information to target audiences; regional and national decision-makers; secondary

schools; rural development activists; and the public at large. In particular, student participants will

explain their activities and major results at organised information events. The outcome is to ensure that

the information that has been produced are available and communicated to major stakeholders; that

targeted publications and information products are available for dissemination to identified recipients;
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and that student Participants gain €xperience in various processes to present and CoOmmunicate the
results from environmental investigations to various types of audiences.

translation through the use of digital recorders, cameras and smart phones. Indoor air quality, with
specific reference to Particulate matter, will require the deployment of thermochron i-buttons and
continuous particulate monitors to determine particulate pollution from indoor use of wood or other
fuel for cooking, heating or lighting.







